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CEOT ET CELA

Rgning a fonzine is o finny thing. You're fixing to publich one,
and you look around for something to ceil it, and 2 nams pops vy that strikes
your fancy, and you slap that on the magasine with hardly a s¢cond 4hot.
later you wmey become discontented with the name you piciked, but it's ioo
late to change without contribubting to that irreapongibility in publishing
which some of us decry.

But occasionally a naxo ic so bed that you do make a change. I
did that with Ramblings. Ramblinge is a disgusting title, as indiscriminetoly
applicable to eny nonfiction as "song” iz to any verse or fragment® 4o any
litorary proce. S$o 1 pechristened the gheot Mattors of Opinion-—-1litile ro- :
alizing that not long after i'd be hitting right and loft at the ides that :
a distinetion can bs made betwesn opinlon and somothing else. “Theore is noth~
ing save opinlon,” said Crane, and i think he was right when ho said it. Even !
tekdng the popular pignification of the word, howsver, az opinions particulariy
subjact to comtroveray, the line betwesn Mopoy and SusPro has been a wavering -
one. Iuch of the most controversial material has been im Sustalining Frogram's
review section~-and soms of the fully develeoped discussions in Matitérs of
Cpinion seemed %o leave less room for controversy with the members than ar-
ticles in SP. luch of the reason for a separate Mopsy was to provide elasti-
city in the azmomt of mterial 1 could publish, and provide epace for long
discuseions. Pub, as my alter ego told we in an unpubliched interview shortly
efter V-§ day, 1 nesd the discipline of spaco 1limi%ations.

So Mopsy's separate existence will end. But that ain't ail.

The name "Sustaining Program” has bothersd me for a long time, To
veterans the phrass is probably identified with thie publication; its use in
conmectlion with redio cecms to have pasged from the tonguse of men, beling re-
placed by euphemismz like ®A public service Peature®, To newcomers it could
meun nothing, end masd somd like a clumsy mame. I have finally detormined
to discerd 4it.

So the repotitien hercwith of the back cover on the original SusPro
(Fall/F38) oignals the last appearance of this title. I won't tell what the
new title will be, but you're sure to knew it by the big purple letters on
the paclnge.

iside from the absorption of Mopsy, i anticipate no coneiderable
changes of editorial policy, layout,, with this change.

Ja eer, 4° h IE, Seatble O Wn

REMARKS ON THE THIRTY-NINTH MAILING Pp 1, 2, 5, 4,
Rusty arrived too late 1o de reviewed; we'll sey something 5 6, 7, 8, 9, .
ebout H-1661 nextims. 4, 15

-

QUOTEYORTHY QUOTES Fp 10, 11
T didn't realize 1'd read g0 much in The Tyramny of ‘Yorde.

VAN SAGT Pp 12, 13, 14 "
There's scmething wrong with covers that require lengthy ex-
planations, and something wrong with lengthy explenations of
covers thet don't require them.

ITEMS FROM MY SCRAPBCORS P15
"Say not the daye are evil; Who's to blame?®

REJECTED! -~VAMPIRE _ P16
Something tells me thore was only one thing that i was inter-
egted in heving comments publiched on.

REEPING UP WITH OANPRELL Pp 17, 18
I had hoped ¢c berin Cetchines Up With Orud in thia iseuva.



b=l

REMARES O Tl THIRTI-NINTH MATLING

Susteining Program: Methinxz the article on p 12 proves 100 mwch,
1% would ehove into the cabogory of fonmtesy mush matorial which ic considered
e—f. And 1% seems to base tho distinctions upon the actuval, though only parbly
diccovored, etrusture of things. Bul the only basis on which fantesy makeo
- sonse begins with an interpretation of probability in termp of buman (1imited)
Imowledgzo, nod tho real order of thinge, and interprets gimilarly the unoer-
’ tainty 28 to whether or not given keppsnings are comsomant with naturel law.
"' In cormestion with Maturity, 3 mesnt Yo remark apropes the gnesr at Imm-
claw thet the Lown's name means "Flace of the evil epirits®. And since this
is she nearest i'm likely to havo to an excues for wentioning 1%, 1 will
add that Snoquelmie (name of pass, river, town, and falis not far from Emmelaw)
means "Moou peoplal.,

3 The point of the title Willie Acguiras an :Egggn Hapd ogcapos me.
17 1 were inberested, 1'd ask why thie appears at this lale date, and in the

name of what member 1t was entered.

"

top swigging the Moogehige, Moffatl, and sl us if you seriously
think that the two billicn people on earth are descendents of one family of
ancestors of only four thousand years age. '' I doubt whether it is posaible
40 judge the imheremt poetis merit of postic books of the Bible. /As 1 type
the redio is giving out with flying disk reportc. Doggoned if 1t doesn'd
sound just Iike the opening pages of a etory im Scienco WYonder./ Obviously
the only original poetic merit that could survive translation would relate
to miter, not momner; beewty in the particular words and phrasing muet be
oredited to the King Jemes tranclators. Moreover, the words havo beon over-
laid with such a host of associations, from the long centuries when only one
book was common 4o all Englishmen, all Europeans, that one camnob fairly judge
the naked words (cf my impulse to print in Are Gratla Artis a passage from
lady Windemere's Fam wercly because it had deen worked on in our public spoalc-
ing class years befora). I can assert that Swerson is ovory bit as fine pootry
(his prosge works, theit ig) as tho Bible, and doubt that the agsertion ean bo
dieproved, '' len reecons & little wrongly whon ho says: The anclent songs
mke vou feel blue; a blues song should make you fsel dlue; therefore tho en-
cient songs are goed blues ogongs. Different causes may concur to 8 same (high-
order abstracted) result.
In %ﬁﬁm, 1 love "gzee if you can sublimate youwr publiehing urgs 5
with sex Plesse note. everybody and Elmer, that the strect number 3 S
for we is wrong. '' Vhy contains the ireasury rspert ne refloction of the
- purplustock sals to the Foundation? The liet of droppees contains some shock-
ing names. Fersaci, one of the origimal twenty or 80; arnd intelligenteis 1like
SDR, Swisher, and Youd. '' The version of the constitution published in =y
Pirst issue of the Fantasy Amatour soems 0 have most of the info Zlmer indi-
cates as umevailable to him, btut thers is mo clause requiring six mondhs! wait
> before returning 4o the fold; i could have overlooked it. Our official records
are in £iliy conlition. All amendments and by~laws should bo definitively en-
tered in that book of the secrstary's,
i Burblings: Yes, Al, and how about that semiautomatic fanzine essembler
you wers blusprinting? "You'll never build anything more complicated than a
paperweicht? is beautiful. '' My reaction to the last copy of the last page
of &y fanzine isn't deathly sickness of publishing--i get to feolling that way
about 1/3 thru—btut a diseppointment that & don't fesl more exalted at the
completion of ths great labor.
Glom's cover cut reminds me of an unmarked detail in Blondie. Dagwood s
had his pipe going and wee smoking out & mouse from ite hole., The corner of '
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the roem beeame Tull of cuoko and oup of one billow of it rose 2 little mushreon
sloud., '!'  Are we 1o gather that our Clove Cartmili edits the L4 Daily Newa?
Poasibly you'lve alroady specifically stated this, but 1 have that bad habit vV
used %o havs of forgetiing. ' Evory 4imo eome advocate of interplanctary flight
talls about the ungueseable benefits that are sure to accrue, clting Columbus
ataoctera, 1 think of intarctica. There's no rugh of ‘ourlsts and souvenir

hunters thithorward, yot it is nob 50 hord o reach (though hard enuf). nor

8¢ hostile, nor less umenrthly, than Luma. '' I thot space was cherbed, not
chnrderod {(or wne-).

Coswal, do you hufla set type on a drum 4o mulbtilith mags like Smix?
Just once in buciness collego 1 4id that for come type of reproduction. end
i've never found oubt what it was. o, I cuess your process is the one where
you cut a stencil of thin alumiruz or sowething. Ie it really better than
minsoing? ! Ah, yes, Rickey Slavin ie characterized as the fepinins head-
ache of the B3Fi. Don't you read Shangri-1'Affaire? '' The second Lotra-
hedron never mobehoe the first bscruso it's sesn from a different position,
specding straight sheed. A squarely side visw would ehov only a triengle,
g0 i %ip it up a bit 4o, show thé second foce. '' OCeriainly the lead curdain
around Neff's administrative deliberations has besn a btad thing. But the
only way £all procesiings could bs made generally svailable to the public
would bo publicetion in the official organ, which would unduly load it with
minatiae, 4% least, there is no reason foer svwearing the board %o sscrecy.
Publicity for diplomatic manouveringe couldn't be instituted completely on
s natiomal scale unilaterally. That is, if other stabes, or other partles,
dooline %c disamm, a good cause may bo weakened by full publieity--imagine
nll of Heney Wallace's private conversations being made available to the kopb
pross. ' AA:9h is Al Ashley, whoze score on a quasi intelligence test was
15%; and Whirling Dervish is Daugherty, whom Larry Shaw characterized as the
Whirling Dervish of Fandom because of his projestomenia. ¥ The setup of
your 1946 index was e bit hard to graep at first. To prove that i read 1%
all, a few commenbs: You'rs sn expert on pseudonyms; why not identify such:
oritters as Queen's Fnighb? You neglected to show the source of Shaver's
Lapd of Pui. (Incideatally, the lineup under RSS's name ias a good refutation
to RAP's current attorpiod refutetion of those who complain of en overdose
of Dlek.) Why'd you drop the distinctive spelling of The Cormium Helmet?

The Whitchead siuff is reprints, isn't 187 '' Heroes of Science was nice;
wvhere's it eribbed from? '' You gotta remember that dogs have been selec-
tively bred for differsnt characteristics; lot them rum wild and promiscuous
and they quiclly revert 40 a basic mongrel type. I may be, though, that
their genetic mboup io raturally less stable than K gapiens's.

'Tatop: TIs that Avon binding you compare with Amazing's of 1926
the so-genamt “perfect® binding? 1 recolloct that they claimed the crypto-
eram page for Duried Treasure could be taken out and stuck in egain. It secms
that with all the materials ve have nowadaye a better binding could be developed,

aractically %o specificetions.

PAPArition might have been--stop, Speer; let's have no caviling,

but gratitude for promising newcomors at this dark hour. ‘' Ch, bui;.‘you can
be smed, Minor Jewett., Probebly not 6x cortractn, but ex.delieti. CAPA
would heve sownded 1like the Cirecle Amateur Publishing Alliance of Claude Deg-
ler. '' Can sound waves be pushed? '' Tour three-divensional checker game
sounds more like the two-dimensional game in which you try to'geb hali;' a dozen
{4 forget the exach mmber) mem in a rov., Only there you don t move ‘em; you
just plase 'em one by ome, '' Yeah, you're supposed %o get permission to Te=
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print stulf like you see in Glom. Maybe Forry does, tut i doubt 1e., *°

Hoy, somebody, which came first, Vombianm or OASnith's Yah-Voumbis? '* 1 havs
that impulso to strip pocketbooks of thelr protactite coatings, tco. I also
have aa amoying habit of hunting for dead sunby:*n to peel cff vhile randing,
or ecratohing for scalp-flug. '' No controversy aboub your preference for
the Grecilan aﬁyl@ in women's garbs, unless you assert it's absolutely mors
beautiful. I don't believe in absolute hesuly, think ocur standards all traes
baclk in some way to practicel considerztions--cleamess, simplicity, plezsurs
in comploxity, and beser factors. ' Trover Hall claime that Anthomy More
is & new author, nespa? Anywey, you probably lmow that Anthony Gilmoro is

nobody's name. '' Tou couldn't bo expected to understond Full-4 lems you'vse
rcad somsthing troating of 1t. '' To got rid of the spot commorcials, 1

profer the iden of subseription radlo, the subscription paying for rental

of a padget which will unscramble the specially scrambled broadeast. But it
lodks like tho Interssts succeeding in killing that project; have heard naught
of 1t for two years. '' ¥eh, i too think cities need snow. Problem of mem
gobiing teo mush control of the forces of nature before they'rs fitten to

use same. But let's build citiez that don't need 4o b enowed on %o look
beautiful. '' Jeveit has a kmeck for dry humor. Speaking of Hamling & Geder
Literary Produciions, hie says “The junior partunore (senior partner is a type-
writer)...” I don't quite wmderoiend that, but i like it. '’ Rererimbly,
there's no failurs of inspiration as he $akes up the warious prozines in 'Snow
Uge. '' Maoybe all of ua did walt for all the rest of us to write the Sative
Posgh praising Hoinlein. In the cege of our Nycon writsup in Time, however,

wo geenm 4o have deferied our purpcse by 00 meny of uo wrlting in. I got beok
whet was practically a form letter (theilr replies are usmally individuslized)
and was gomevhat discouraged about writing in to editors in stef's behalf.

'' How about a few commonte on The Boginming or the End? I thot it succssded
vory woll in oouveying the fesl of the svenls, though doubtless hily inscou-
rat? in detail. Porhaps chiof drawlack was having Doalevy play CGrovss so

that poople who'lve seon the movie will never be ablo 40 distrusi Croves.

Wag tho version you saw prefeced by a pheny News of the Day, showing abtomlic
porsonalities {represented by the astors who played thsm) at the burying of

a time cmapsule containing the {ilm?

Harold W Cheney Jr has a wutant ides for on individzine title. *!
mwgeatiom on colleooting scen workable and valuable, but mthinka 2% io a
bit 400 low an offer in these bimos; hardly paye for the guy's trouble in
phoning you up. '’ Too many fansine publishers don't use those manila en-

velopos. My spocial peove io peopls who staple their fanzines in folded shape.

Horizoms: Yeah, and i wonder who does those wonderfully info wmiive
synopeea. Surely the author doesn't know in advence how his serialis ;oing
to bo broken wp, bub if Jampbell does them, he never giw a wm stosr.
'V L4ldiput, from coples 1 saw in Alglers, im e pocketsgze/ﬂ azine whoss
content is of e genermlly higher caliber than 1%s American countevparits, but
doos not particularly rum to fantasy.  '? Blessad if L know just how the
dnimist Ferty thinke of itself, I thiak that thoy., like the Technosrais,
expoct Americans educatod by svents, or Ly & wave of canity, to turn to them
and tell then 10 go to 2%, '' Yeah, femilierity has & lot to do with what
i like in wusis; but perhaps too the songs and compositions i've heard suf-
Piciently to recognizo are keyod to about my (the mmss's) level of appreai-
ation. I heve 4ried oxposing mycelf to Sundey aftermcom programs while typ-
ing or reading, hoping my cubconscious would got its taste educated, but ses
1ittle resulis. T think another good point was made by my philosophy prof:
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meat of ms oone cr&ppléﬁ o music--we ¢an't appreciste stralght sound, and
have o have a viswl imge for a erufch, a "story® to give meaning to the
nmuslic, I suppose the theory of enjoying musig is that it evole in nsw com—
binations burisd clusters of associations that single soumds and paitoms.
have for us from previcus experisnca--that is, the nokod sowmd would mean
nothing for us hut for the pret ssssclations. bubk we differ in the degree

%0 which flavor from other masociations siticks $0 ccunds 1ifted inbto nowr con-
toxts, Dloney holps thoso assoelations %o edhore by zlving suggestivo sights
as well. ' T have no conwicilon about the imminent end of civilizmation, in
the genase of wha® people uswaliy oall a certainty. I jus? think it'c more
probable than mot. Dub tho probeble boaefifta to bs derived from eeting or /
the assumption that we will be ablc to save the situntion ssem to cutweigh

the benefits of action on the other escumption, though the latier be the rore/
probable. While i havsn't changed my way of 1ife by reason of my desire ‘:,o/’
bhe a surwiwor, the prospoct of bombing is one of the factors which mekes v~
ing in 2 metropolis scom undesirable, and i no longer consider living per/;*.’;zm
nently elther in Seattle or en adjoining suburb; therefore my,.géa foif the
beet place ta practice law has been into other regioms. A geer ego i was,
apparently sericusly, sltudying contour mepe %o place a ggdd blg mountein be-
tueen mo and the Juesn City, and checked up on saeveral fiecces of land that
geemed 1like nossible refuges., I don't kmow what i had in mind, because even
then i didn't expect %0 be in Seattle urntil the time when war can be expectsd.
This attitude probably reached its helght at the Lims Rusty visited us, whemn
we sat around discussing what 1t would be desirable o have stored awsy, snd
Rasty said hs woas buying 2 piece of property out in the desert to £ix up.

Then camo %the temporary turn for the better in internatiomal affelirs around
yulotide, and about the ezmme time Campbeli's sditorini on radicactive jot
planes mde me much more doubtful of the gecurity of smill towns in the atomic
ags. And lately Chan's professor heth prophosisd universal doowm. 8o, while
i discusned the beost site for Fanburg Oregon with Paul and Don on our trip

vp the Willamette, 1 no longer folt 1iks 1 was dlecunsing a reml sventuality.
'Potucker neglested o tell us what s owner glaandulor sYRCS, Bedn. / rzi*,m oid
farme sounds llke several i kmow. The eurenal fan he desci"ggééaiéyp%ﬁﬁxf -
Aee Hermm—, but that worthy eays the Laipd questiommaire sghowed him barsly

an ambivert, much lese an extroveri; and his halrline, alass, is enything but
lcw, And have you seen the farmouc cuppressed bathinmg euit picture? 4 I
suppees Harry knows of the phrase Senetus Populusque Romanus, ons that has

en uraccoumiable smotionel kick for ms, seonming 4o sum up in 1iself the wm-
quosticned and rightful rule that was Rome's. '! Whai wers those demonsira-
4iong related to the draft sbout vhich you speak? '' Oh, yee, statistlcs

on chlldnese of disorcing couples aro aboubl the {firet datum in that [leld.

As you might guecs, divorces erc much lses freguent where there are children;
but these correleton my be double resulte of another eause, rather than causs
and effect. {(Tho samc obgerwvadion, ca to causebion, applies o myriad other
correlations that arc populerly noticed.) '' (Yuk yuk. This is the sort

of golidly-set page thet typogrephier Viviartas detests. Are you roading it
rogardless, Helen?) ‘' Since you'vo fransiated Faust. Parry, would you mind
giving a roegh rendition of a passoge from Spongler vhld: Atkineon claims

ic untranslatable?: Yerstaumlich umfongreiches, ihm stdndig prdeontes, Wissen®;
elgo ono of the same species from Gosths: “exakie simlicheo Phantasie®., And
by the way, 28 there eny reason vhy Gosthe couldn't be opelled Gdthe? *!
God's discouwrses in Feust seen to be considerzbly wore engaging than the ewoet
pashe of his lectures in Paradise Lcet. ' 2this tolling and dwelling entropy
which chould compel all of us to shell out for The Cause? is neat satire; bub
do you feel no spocial concern for the last deccendants of Pericles? Mo, i'm
a great sertimentalist. ‘' I beg to roport that the nearest thing to an Aven
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Plaze in Sesttle is Avon Orest Place, in such a location that the hwues mumber
191 4s unlikely. And there are no Shakers in the phons book. Mre Cheuvenot
may rolax, '' Fantasy is o umiversal in the wmovie cartecn field that 1 think
we should %hrow it ell in in a lump and seldom examine it wore; even as we do
with childrea's eniral stories. Our concern is with what everydey entertainsva
reject--nlmost by dofinition, stel can mever conquer the earth, for whatsoover
doog, is no longer fantasy.

I wonder if Plepum ie es much a Russian word ame English. 1 doubt
that i% exiests in Cerman. ' Yath dept at the U of W has a lot of medels
pimilap to that skotched on your cover., They'rs made out of plester, with
netvorks scratched all over them. Darredest things; i just look ab em in
dumb womder, here and there sming e conic section that 1 recognize. By the
way, am 1 correct in belleving that any shaps (such as & typewriter) can be
exprossed by an oquation ccmpletely? '' I don't Imow how Sylvia got into

3t, bub the editoriecl is thought-provocztive. It secms that Rothman may he
exaggerating o bit. There is an occasiomal gleam awong the newcomers, as

in Blsner and Stein (the lattor showing up chiefly in private letters). And
Kennedy has his seorious side, though the Zeitgeist forbids him to ehow it vory
often. And i think 4he picture of the Zeltgeist iz overdrawn, oven taking it
ag ar adnitiedly onesided pileturg. Popular songe and the cinema are no wore
ingirid then in our dey, Mild, and i'm not sure vhat's the basis for your cha-
ractorization of modern literature as dull. I strongly question “the coloriecss-
nese of modern languogo®, and doubt that American enunciation is more slovenly
%han in the time of Jackeon (which 1 comsider America‘s most vigorous period).
T would agree with the general picture to this extent: Thet with prosperity
around ue ws have less of that animal eharuisss that comes from a etruggle for
oxistenes. But 1 can think of only one {time when we haven't boer soft-sesming
in the absence of adversity——1i refer to the Progressive era early thl. century,

CeNTRALIA WASHINGTON:
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vhen the public d4id all soris of things thet it didn't soom really driven 46--
broadening dercceracy, curbing business, raising the dowmntrodden--gimply because
ite congelence wos sroused. o, perbaps thers was ancther similar pericd, of
roform colneident with progperity-~-the widdle of the last century. But now the
neods are in an arce of bitterly conflicting intorests, and 1 don't think the
enomy Will yield anyihing omaept under pressure of circumstances. ... Which secrs
o be a bit of & digrcusion, On Rothwan'c poindt, my opinion womnld bs that while
the current maniiostaticns of nadional flber are depressing, it's doubiful thes
they signalize an undorlyling comdition that would justify a hopeless ocutlcok.

‘'  The white space in Exbensien was an omxcellent idem, sinece solid pages of
mathezatical discuscion ers particularly likely to bo skinped. The dlagrane

arg well tied in with the text, and the latter is lucid almost to the point of
speaking down. The Plred paregraph & think could be slimivated withoud locing
anything. Let ms see, i hove soms armotations con cther particular passages:
There ip a fraction with rather complex nunerator and denomimabor, isn't Zhers,
which gives pi? Thon what do you mean by saying the number is not the solution
to eny algebraic eguationt “If all the iragimble numbers can be fibtted into
thelr proper niches along thies thin little line ... vhat ars we %o do with all
this emply space goingz to wacte on each side of the lins?" sounde like something
that pretends to bs an argument for the exlsicnce of other numbszs, but rsally
would prove nothing. isn’t z an wfortvmate symbol to use as on p 11, eesing
as how in the Cartesian systew 1% indlcelee ancthor axis? Tou ahoulé have put
gin z on the cover, thus using that space to ubtilitariesn advantage. I have a
notation oprogite the first paragraph on p 12 that 1 was not clear how this was
dono; and e note that = + iy = (%,0) + (O,y) on p 11 is diffficult. *' Vhich
zota me o the hack page, where the only note is opposite "so that an equation
acquires a semniic meaning®, "you mean a semantic reaction, don't you?" Prob-
ably & word more generally understandable would be gostalt.

Yhors was New York this trip? The next jeurnal 1 run into is Bostonien

Blitherings. And the first quesition ls, what dces "default of macVert" mean?

dhet your vepazine? '' ‘The poems etari wezk as far as i'm concerned, bub the
last had onuf intellectual content to produce a marginal merk., The theme is not
new (sce, for ommple, Singleton's reply to Foe's Sommnet to Science), but the
question iz umeettled, whether scientific underastanding of the phenomena of na-
ture necossarily velnces their emotionsl jmpact. '' I can match your quote from
Strulk with one from Birkheff: 320n the metaphysical plane on which we'lve been
considering this 1% sounds like a lot of nonsense, but if you have feith you wlll
disoover that nonsence car be very useful.2 '' I am probably consuming waluable
space unjustifiedbly $o nots that i don't dip "A-bar-bar-Ree-bar!"--Ree Dragonette
' We have discussed unceortainly apropos temponautics, tut i don't recall detor-
minisp-v-freawillls eover teing batied around. Hume's remark on this iz lovely,
and 1% ie amazing that two conturies efter him, Life magazine atill drags the old
debats ongo its editorial page. Dammit, somstimes 1 get so mad 1 can't sce straight,
at the way the Luce axis, the Reader's Digest, ote. can blandly spread %o the mil-
lions untruths and dootrines thad ars thorely demolighed in the educatsed world.

tt T gquestion 0ld Deve's sssertion that nothing additional could be inferred from
en intelligent first csuse if establlished. It would seem to mo proper 4o draw
therefror a highor probabiliiy--ofcourse not a certainty--that categories maturanl
te mind are the best analytical wools for investigating the universe--good and
bad, the law of similarity, and so on; eomething that was nover negatived till
the Enlightemmont in which Hume was ouch a ehining star. '' As to Dr Johnson,

i1 differ; he seews to me to represent a very definite approach to puzzles, and
to be an inptructive example of projudicee often subordinating reason to them-
gelves. '' Rublnsbein seoms %o contradict himeelf, saying at one point that
consciousnese is primarily the perception of the objective world, and then that
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(or ic this Forzybski?) “Concciousness arisss and develops on the basis of
hwrzn activity and is indissolubly bound up with +he devslopwent of speech

and langusge.” Whzi about animale? '' Is there something ebout beling a
Marrzist that makes the reality of wmiversels an article of faith? Mem Against
Myth end Blitherings 40 the contrary notwithstanding, 1 can declare with per-
feet confidence that the group "dog® does noby exist as a group, iy more then
the group “animals 1 meter long * 1 on® has spscisl oxisfence. ‘' T've nover
gotten around to reading an empirical Englich grammr, bt 1 suspsel that the
consunction is 7ot one of ita parts of spesch. The group of words ordinarily
described by thiis latin lean has no recognizable commen characteristic, olther
of mezning or rules as to usage. Ab any rate, i shall go on cheerfully ueing
f1ike" in piace of he clumey phrase "such as”. T've just looked it up and
£ind that tho Verrlam brothere consider ®1ikeo? ez a conjunction, among other
things. '' Probability of manually balancing the rod abeolutely zero? Oh,
come now. As long oo 1%'c poeeible the probability can't be zero. '! Methinke
the Skeptics wore ultraconservative in merely doubting the newepaper datalins.
Yost people Jmow it'c not true on morming papers. Simce the meaning of ¥doubi-
ing themselves® ie not oxplained, L can't critlcize their cenclusion, but 1
suspect that 1t was dus to a verbal confusion involving that multiple~meaninged
word "bellove® (3m). '' I'd like to come to Van Vogi's defence. I've already
jmpliedly eritioized Tomorrow on the March, tut 1 think he had some points
there which are not to be dismissod so cavalierly as Seedy does then. One

of vT's early points, the importence of training, sscems sound. Translating
that operationally, it meane that training can mke a mach bigger difference
than you'd think for. OCaesar's legions was a good example, and the Wehrmecht.
The next otep iz less voll established, but proper i think: That thse onor-
mously greater offectivencss scem in the trained individual is one manifesta-
tion of a mode of {functioning of the human organism, which ia rarely utilized
ordinarily. Yet we have all had some experience of this function, vhen we
learn %c type & word without thinking of the individusl letiers, when we no-
tice extemporansous spesch being better than premeditatod, when we rise %o

an emergencys. I think this mode of operation is the netinct? which pleyed
en important part in the ciimax of Toworrow gnd Tomorrow, and have an lumpres-
pion that somsthing 1ike 13 has appeared slsevhere In our literaturs. V-2's
intorpretadion of it as thalamic flow hes a phrenologicsl clang to 1%; btut

an hypothesis that it existo, oven if the oxact theory be wrong, mey lead %o
mking greater use of it. No doubd Lloyd C Dougles wes hitting at it obliquely
in his Pictionized sermons, and The Varisties of Religious Experience might
throw sowe light on the mattor. As yat no method of tapping this hypothetical
mode has boen discoversd which iz suitable to utilization by most peopnla,

and individwnals who have found weys 4o it are prone to set out the reothod

2hat worked Por them personzlly as the sole and broad hiway. But Van Vogi

is our type of guy, and what suited him may have an eepecilally good chence

of suiting us. '' I suppose you imow whal "transcendent® and "immanent®
moan. An immanent God is one that has no dwelling place off in the stare or
in another dimension or anywhere but in the stuff of the world; it is no more
then a name Por a super-universal, which would have meaning only to an anti-
nominalist. A transcendent God might be figured in scientific language as

one composed of the "unused iumber® in Eddington on World-Bullding, one dig-~
played in eome of the 030 peasures of structurs thet are not needed in an
accounting of the phycical world. As opposed to an immanent, pantheistlo

God, however, the transcondent one mRy coms all the way down to a beardsd

gent sitting up above the olouds, in consrelensss. '*  If one conld asgume
that the umiverse was made by a conscicusness, fthe final purpose of human
sxistence® might mean more than the utilitarisn interprotation you glve it.
Fowever, the real trouble is that "purpose” has emotional connotations which
curvive in thess religious uses of it while its rationel denotations are lost.
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1" The digssriation on Uncertainty touches o poimt at which 1 can'i go along
with the pregmatic assertion thet a propositicn lg meaningless which couldn’s
possibly be reduced to human observations. I think thers is a real difforence
botwesn activities within the area of uncertainty prosseding abeolutely ab
randon, and proceeding in responss to antocedent forces (position and speed
and direction) evon though these forcse taken together are beyond any scheme
nf obgervation that we can thirk of. The Heisenberg ascertiom that the eimi-
larity of the eggregates of sub-electronie asctivitles to the aggrepates of
hily complex mucroseopic activitles is merely coincidence sounds excseding
wealk, You would heve a siromger case if you said the similarity was diza %o
racrossopic activities of the second type intervening betwesn the gubmicro~
saopic stuff and obssrvation. '' "Blish & Knight sand sinking on tha coronor,
loot the fought® gounds like an imitation of Ulysses.

Fan-Todg's cover inmtrighes. Oculd it be circular ressoming--oF ic
i% the circular method of phyeics (this is the interval that measured the
gtress that ... the intorwvalj? '! A longer versiom of the cover posm was
published in an early Comet FAPAzine under the name of some stf pro; 1 spe-
cifically remember "Through forssts of the Then.® '' UWho was it thanked
God for the Atom-Bomb? ! Ezpound "mltimate Reality is continmuous, net dis-

contlnuouc® operationally. '! Why the clectron wanages to malntain its in-
d1lvidvality has seemed puzzling to me, too, but i suspect this results from
thinking of 1% accordimg to inappropricte emalogies. 't Van Manderpootz

secms t~ be ecyimg Just the opposite of the truth in "Einsteoin proved that
smergy 5 larticular.” ' JIsn't demcity maes per volume? ' Can you givo

us gome examples of 0/0 expressions amounting to various quantities? e |
wonder what “entirely menfal in their reactions %o environment” means. e

For the benefidt of the halr-hundred readers who don't remember them, the firet
interlincation on p 13 is from ny Spoon River (crow, orow), and the socond

iz an alterction of Sykora's prefistic challenze at the postliycon Fhilco.

But, Nerm. you should have & care about quoting passages such as that conceorn-
ing Hapoleon; some of our Stlouls-in-193Q toys are likely to take it es an
cccasion to assert that Bopaparte (in common with everysne else of any attain-
wment ) was grist for Xrafi-Ebbing. 't The Scopes triael was the year after

the lend That Tims Forgot. ‘' I dropped out of Chan'e first cerebuster about
$he time that he supposed the Pormula to be true for any given N, then preoceeded
$o ghow thedt it is trus for N+l. On second thot, i1 guess you can do that when
you'vo shown it 4rve for N=l. I'm kinda demse., I actually followed theo math
all the way thru, but much of it was that kind of reading with the skin of the
mind which keeps practically no permanent impression end certeinly doean't cri-
ticize. '' The Night lend excerpt on undeserved flogging seemeth o proceed
on a eystem of righte rather than pragmatic considerations. 1 don't believe

in rights. '' Check oa a great phonetic differencs to one being almost unde-
teatable %o adherent of another dislect., Tis probably because one gots Ono

set of intervals embedded in his mind that we can never learn e pronoumce
foreign languages mabtively. Now, for me, ghort a and short @ are utlerly dif-
forent, never 40 be econfuged; i would never lighten had so much ms w0 sound
1ike head. And for a long time % couldn't underatand why dicticmmrices ingis-
04 that the a of cave wee a differsnt sound from the a of cat., Even now, 1
can't write the ghorthand abbreviation for where, Bap¥, without mental resis-
tanco, the vowel seeming utterly different from that of care. R and L have

e specia) tendency to alter precsding vowsls, however. '' Speaking of Amozif{f's
soncepts, i thot the argument for printing readers' concepte indiscriminately
wag most Amazing. It coeme that when a nsw speclos of weed is discovored,

no one insists that its utility be discovered before its existence is published;
therefore when a uew congsept is discoversd, it should be broadecast, rogardless
of 1ts uwselessness. The snalogy ie rather strained., '' Bul as to notlon
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and oeonceps, when Blrikhoff was hore 4 noticed that he used both words, and
sacmed Lo msan different things by them. In general 1 vas struck by the way
matheraticlians use common words like "get® and "laddsr¥, instead of Grosk
roots,; 0 express novw--uvh--coneepis. . I antlicipate a day when they will speak
of "baglots® and Propsa”.' B was lecturing wostly on group theory. The two
leotures 1 attended, 1 sat back and gawped end uvniderstood ebout ten persent

f X of what he sald. But i enjoyed it, perhaps like humen beings onjoy e cencert.
*' The "Throo slavee! you cits scem to support my syproach to the “group mind®.
: They themselves were perfectly happy afier the thing had been done to *hem,

but 1'11 bet nearly overy resder of But Without Hornms took a 2im view of thoir
condition. "' Due %o the need for more extendod argument, the case of the
poople versus Stenley has boon removed to imtters of Opinilon. '' Re Ex. B,
i would be suwpriced o learn that Jim Blish had boon & member of PAPA befors
the time quoted. Sorry & haven't my '42 FAs to hand $o chock on your fimal
oxhibit. '' Theors must be a point to "Quotntion not permitied® --The Kip-
. lipger Washington Letter, btut 1t oludos me, unless you're defying Kipiinger
by quoting that mach. '' Doss anybody know vhat thet alleged statute is
that mkes rocket robhery o federal offence? '' TYa, & saw Ripley too clalm-
ing that letiers are recognized by their 4tops. Frobably the only grain of
truth In that le that they are recognized more by thoeir 4teope than by their
botioms, PBut your illustration io good proof that we couldn't abolish the
lower half without making reading difficult. ' I think vhot Saint K wes
getting at in his morctonous repetitions of “rests therefore ultimately on
structure® was %o abolish the idea that there are entitles of differemt kinds
in the unliverse. Contrast the 19th-century idea of 80-0dd different kinds
of atems, and the current 1dea, which of courss is not shared by the speeial-
ists, that whem you've reached the ceorabrum, or at all events the individual
noaronss, you can'ty amlyze any further, but muct eseribs a set of charactor-
istics to this ultimate unit and stop. I think thet's what he means. Unfor-
tumately, in his system "strusture® is mede to cover everything, and a word
which can be appliod 4o auything is rather superflucus. So is a concept like
“Allah has willed 3t." I shot AK's disproof of instantensous change of place
wag rather cute. For 2 while he almoet had we bolieving that Slipotick Libby
could discover relativity apriori. '' It hadn't cccurred 1o me, but perhaps
the everybody-irying-to-save-humnity themo of Slaves of the lemp was Campbell's
rather than Zagat's. Johnry has addod themes to stories bofore, bub never
on thies seals. '' T, Chan, it'sc not our awarsnesc of externzl events whieh
altors thom oh the atomic level. The machines used in our laboratories %o
! make them susceptible of observation would affect them exactly the same way
ukether or not the sclontist heoppened to be waring them. Of course, when
> talkdng notice affects one's own actions, it goes without saying that they in
3 turn can affect the world outside our sking., But the truism is of walus; so
mny people at a primitive stage of thialking, having discoveored that some dif-
ficulties are merely verbal and that one's powers are increesed by clearing
away subjective blocke, get the idea that if they just try hard enuf they can
. do anything, even to wishing the cloude away from around Mount Rainler yester-
day. '' Cne's reasons for wanting o live are persoml, and die with the
person (indesd, all reasons for value judgnents may be personzl), and therefore
if one looks at the event obdjectively. it necessarily loecs its coloring of
injuetice. Perhaps this idea that came to me may contribute something 4o the
discussion: You're touring in a community where there are plenty of dogs;
everybody wko wants one can heve a dog eesily. Unseon bty anyone elss, your
car aceidentally kille a canine, one who belonged to no man. Do you feel
sorry? If so, why? Y "B = ne” doss not require relativity®™? You'll have
to argue that with H DeWolf Smyth. Don and i asked him why ¢ was o signi-
ficant flgure there, and he said thot involved the theory of relativity, which
(Contirmued on p 14)



QUOTAWORTHY QUOZES

Here are o lot of sermnbie quoies accuﬁﬁatsﬁ in my first yoar or so in c¢ol-
lege. Let's soe how many 1-would omit if i were gathoring them now:

Rather than go to the irouble of describing the characieristics one did rot
1ike in en enimal or e plot of soil, one said, "It is bad.® All right, o
veeful shordt cut. Then the word was made into a substantive, "badness.?

At this sbatractive level, it bocame something cuminous and menacing in its
own right. Ono had betier not be assoclated with badness. Badness was in-
corporated into rigid standapds of judgemert, especially woral judgment:
"Fnis girl 1s bad.? The statoment implies that she is wholly bad, & vorit-
able chunk of badness. --The Tyramy of Words

Zealots, famatics, "confirmed Republicams®, “confirmed Democrate®, "uncompro-
mising anti-Fascists®, 7100 per cent Americans®, Carric Natlons as well as
people who know that “pigs 1s pigs" and "relief is relief” and "crimirals are
yellow rats® are equelly ths victims of our primitive habits of mlind--of ob~
jeotifying their abstractions, of "lmowing” therefore whet things "are,® ig-
noring the infinity of differonces that exiet between evonts.

The habit of mind of thinking about Ythinge in themselves,® thereofore, hes
only a limited usefuiness. But the hebit of mind of rogarding propositions
(eoncepte) as convenicnces which have etructure? implications, suitable for
putting events in the order neceseary to get work done, is wseful in a far
wider range of humen activities—in fact, in all the sciences. The former
habit of mind ende in dogm, vhich is the insvitable result of "lmowing what
things really are.” Its results are disastrous, as the history of the world
amply shows, since the conflict of dogmes ecan be resolved only by force.

The latter nebit of wind, which iacludes all the useful functions of the for-
mer bul goes beyond them, leads to the poesidility of progressive improvement
in the siructure of our "concepts?..

Ts restate the case as simply ao pessiblo, our primitive habits of cbjecti-
feation emable us 4o “knou®" what Pchairs®, "pigs®, "banke®, "relief®, "in-
surance?, "Jewg", "Pascists®, “humanitarians®, "bureaucrats®, "real liberals®,
“Trotelyites®, ete., "really are®. “Rnowing them for what they really areg,”
we ach "not oubt of mere prejudice”; we are "simply facing the facts, which
speak for themselves.® Thie is merely another way of stating that we have
achseved what the peychologist ealle “complete conditioning® (or, as Korzyb-
aki calle i%t, "unconditionality of response"). Some of us get into e panic
every time wo see a enske, poisonous or harmless.

~-~The forsgoing all sound like Chaee, but i 2hot they came from the same source
28 thin:

The notion thet scilence or the scientific attitude “dictates® courses of action
is embarraseing enough to the scientist, but to the layman and non-scientisi
1% can be the source of tragle error. ~-Public Opinion Quarterly, April '39

Nams calling is a device to make us form & judgment without examining the
ovidence on which 1% should be besed.... Today's bad names include: Fagclst,
demagogue, dictetor, Red, financiel oligarchy, Commmist, mick-raker, alien,
outside agltator, ecomomic royallst, UWopian, rabble-rouser, {rouble-maker,
Tory, Constitution wrecker....
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"Card Stacking® is a dovice im which the propagandict cmploys all
the srts of decsphion to win our support for himself, hia group, nabtion, race,
policy, practice, idea, or ldeal. He stacks the cards agalnst the truth,

He uses undor-emphasis and over-emphasis to dodge lasues ond evede Pfacts.
He resorts to 1lies, cenasorship, and distortion. He omite fmedts. He offora
falao testimony. Ho croates a smokescreen of clawor by ralaing o neoy lssuo

$ when he wante an embarrassing matter Porgotien. He draws a red herring ecross
the treil 4o comfuse and divert those in quest of facts he does motl want ¥e-
. vealed. He makes the nareal appear ronl end the real appear unreal. He lote

half—4ruth mmsquorade as truth,
~-Fropagande Analysis, Nov ‘37

~ If wo can agres--if pene wen generally can ggree--on a series of thiuge in
the real world that may properly be summarized by the label Teommmism® then
the question has wmeaning ernd we cen progeed intelligently to its discussion.

& Othervwise not. Can you end T and Jones and Finkloestein coms to an agreement
ebhoub what is meant by “commmism®™ Try it sometimes with Jones and Finkle-
etoin. Yet until sgroement is reached, the questlon can liberate plenty of
omotion but 1itile real meaning. Jones will follow his meaning and Finklestein
his, 2nd be darned to you. —Chase

You chould lmow the source of this ome if you've read your Bible (first editlon):

And in the latter days Homo appeared. How, he knew not; and Homo called the
change Progrose and the How he called God.... For spesch was over a comforter.
And when Homo came to study the parts of spoech, he wove himgelf a noose of
words. And he hearkemed +o himeelf, and bowed his head and made abstractions.
hypostatizing and glorifying. Thus aross Church and State and strife upon

the Barth; for oftontimes Homo caused Hominem to die for Absiractions hyposia-
sized and glorified: and the children did after the manner of their fathers,
for 80 they had been taught. And last of all Homo began also to eat his words.

Text_quostion: Why does a boomerang circle and como bacic?

Here are a couple of provocative quotes picked up more recently, which i don’%
necogsarily agres with:

Ri% 18 a fellacy 4o look to any theory for motives. We get our mo-
tives from our spontaneiiy, and the business of philosophy is to0 show that we
are rot foolish for doing what we want %o de.® --Tho Holmee-Follock letters

"No one can see the lens of his own eye.” ~~8RL 29/111/47

. e S R
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This is White -- noryy, Whit -~ Monday, end as auspiciows o time as auy
for a good resoluiion., 8¢ I am carrying one in %o offoct by asking you if
you would mind presenting wy resignation from FAPA through the ueual chamnels
to the propep porsen.

There are a mmber of reascne for this. Ono is thet thers scems no roa-
sonable possibilidy of Pinanciml exchange botwoen USA and GB becoming normal
within the next five years at laebt. Arother is that T have no louger the fa-
cilities or the enorgy to produce a fan magazine myself and it secms rether
unfeir %o continue relying on kind-hearted people at your end for the dupli-
cubing. Fianlly, of ccurse, there is the qusetion of the Increscing dulliness
of FAFA eailings, when I recelvs them. From the time I loft Austria, e year
ago, wnbil now, only one mailing has come through, and that the latest undop-
sized offalr containing -- yourgelf and Milty end Saw Russell apart -- just
about nothing of interest except to children.

9o here ends a reagomably long tmt (for FAPA et least!) rather unprofit-
able asgociation. I have no right to keop eom2 keen youmgster out. And any-
way, the whole thing is %00 lop-sided towards America for it %o be mueh uso
to Britons. T suppose Mike Rosenblum will ctay on, dut he's o completist.

Don't seem to have heard from you in a long time. For my part, I tme
demobiliesd last Cctobor, married e little before thad, and in January begau
editing NEW FRONTIERS, I¢ only emw two lasues hefore gotiing complekely
wecsed up in publication, distribution, advertisemsnt -- Just about gvery-
thing yeu could thinmk of. Tow, starting from Juno lst, I get 2230 for the
next year In retumn for & promice to dovote myself to creative weiting, Ii's
a grant from what ie lmown as the Atlantic Awards in Literature {don't kmow
whethor the title means eome philanthropist on your side le connected with
1%) end has no siringe attached. Joyce (my wife) is looking for & job her-
self and whem she gote one we should b5 able to get a f£lat of our own even
in Londen where aseomodation 1s somewhat scarce. A% present we are still
staylng with Benson Herbort, who published N.F.

As a rather inauspiciocus start to creative writing I have sold a siory
%0 Wally G's FANTASY, provided we can agree on the amownt he peys me for it.
He teils me it's rominiceent of Sturpeon. I must read this fellow Sturgecn
gome time,

You mey have heard indirestly that we are still contimuing to survive
Mr. Luco's gemtence of dcom, and evon enjoying ourgelves in cur own poverty-
stricken, depresged British way. Michael Rosenblum is in town with his wife
this weelk-end, chiefly on a boolkhunt. I told him lugubricusiy before he ar-
rived that therc was o hope of gotting any worthwhile booke at a reasonable
price in iLondon. Then we ran into him while ecating at the Salad Bowl in
Coveniry St., and he informed me piamcidly that he had picked wp a copy of
Morld Boiow® for me -- at 1/6d.! He alsc disccovered that a bookshop about
three minutes from nere, whish I have paseed hundreds of times, ls run by
3. Fowler Wright. He just has a gift.

Johnny Burke hae another deughter, as you may heve heard, Bill Temple
and Ted Carnsll also having further offepring.




'the furmy thing ic tho way these culiists always claim to be ahead of
the orthodex scientisie -- ®ly new ideas are so startling that none of the
scientiste will recognize them." But actunlly the converse is true. The
dilettantes (4o use a kindor word than crackpot) are usually about fifty years
vohind modern 8« iemes in basic attitudes. That is, they continue to use the
idea of "ether® when that's been discarded by "orihodox® seience since at
least 1903, They ere always talking about energy as if it were some sory
of fluid pormeating spsce, and in general they continue to ue9 mechanicel
explamtions (which they call common genso explamations) which havs long been
discarded ms being too clumsy and useless by the scientiets. And they always
noglect the fact that for a theory to be ueeful you have to Le able %o cal-
sulaio thinge from it. The dilettantes don't like higher mathamatics very
mach, and try to hide their imorance by denounocing the stuff.

Well, I was up 40 Reow York the other day, end found the remains of Fu-
turien soeldal 1ife eurprisingly active. In the afisrnoon I went up to seo
the sditore 0f Astounding. Oampbslil was out, but Jay Stanton was there and
romon del Rey ropped in a little later, ard ws spent the aftormoon drinking
beer., {del Rey is married and living in the Bronz, incidentally.)...

So in the evening I went dowm to Jim Blish's place. He married Virginie
Zmden vecently, end living with them ia Ree Dragonette. It svems that a pariy
wae in progress cver at Judy Zisemen's place, co we went over there and it
was like old home week, with lowndes, demon knight, and couple other charasters
cluttering up the joint.... Algc there was a person mamed Paul Class, betber
Imown as William Tenn. Somevhere along the line Stanton materieslized, and pro-
cesded to do a guitar-tanjo duet with Sturgeon. Stanton is an expert picker
of the benjo, but Sturgeon is strictly from hanm....
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Regarding PAPA: I'm eeriocusly thinking of joining, as thet's aboud
tho only placo nowadays in fandom that thore is any good stimnlating discus-
gion poing on, How long is tho waiting lisé, & to whom do T apply?? 4 1ot
of the stuf?f wenld ne doubt bs teoo dsep for me (those pages & pages of math
fn fan-tods, f'rinstance) but I think I'd enjoy it. AY least T could sound
off all I wanted to aboud soclal and economic etulf withoul any subscyibers
to holler, ...

The Mopsy on Aniniem was certainly most interssting. The inconsis-
teney ceans $0 we o be in Madole's raoconciliation of "fres onterprise® with
his emnounced ideal of rurming things like & cosmic machine {or somsthing).
There geem to be quite pronounced trecos of Ueglerism. Rogardless of how
well intenticned the aims of the present officers of the movement are, it
i appavent that that type of system when installed would almost certainly
mean absolute fascism, containing cs it does the union of fres enterprise
and absolute political control. TYou certainly aren't going to have seien-
tific control under an uniimited {recenterprise setup -~ which means that
either that the “experte” are just "front men®™ with reel power behind the
scenes, or that the "experts" are appointed by the Big Boys. (As you so apily
mentioned 4MA, BAM, eto.) ...

SuePro was of course guite interesting, tho you'll have to explain
the Deway 50¢ pieco to me. Does 1t stem from a joks I miesed, or is it just
your weird way of expressing changrin at possible Republican victory in '4877

5T oaw & Vitca $he other night over Grgen La!oa,! -~Locknan

Continuing, and 1 hope concluding, my mniling comments from p 9:

he wasn't disposed to go into on that occasion., '’ The editor of Husbendry
hes confessed %0 me that ho hee no definite idea of how to switch the world
onto another ¢imetrack., Up to now, his efforts that i've seen have been di-
rected minly toward remolding the world nearer to his heart's desire., But
perhape a by-product will be %o jump the devsloping edge of thingo ints the
medeora ege without those twin flowers.of nationalism and & certain iInterpre-
tation of individualism, so lowvely in their inception, which now give of? a
deadly poison we are dying of. ‘' Why, Chan, you lmow i commented oun your
stories immedistely in letters to you; and i have a horror of repetitions.
'" 1 should say that we have nov the required wnanimity of purpose to "solve
«+. problems in an englneering epirit", since we are fairly well united in
desiring %o live., But we ave still blocked by the predilections carried over
from our less serious coafllcte on such matters as making e living and achiev-
ing powor. '' Thers are other difficultiss in applying your transletion of
(Sorry, folks; mush on to p 15)
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ITEMS FROM MY SCRAPBGOKS
Haven't a lot of stefnal junk 20cumuiated this quarter, so maybe

1 ecan save some cpace on this page for fillers,.
The May 47 isous of Colurma, U humor-and-light-fiction magazins,

¥ hae The Tale of Euastanrce 36.61/83.5. "The 1litile hormone started zipping
' through Bustance's blood znd from that day the vworld was doomed.®
N Lichty is still in there grinning and bearing it. This time it's

e pagsongs? on Lho Cosmic Ressarch Expedision Space Ship No. 35, Mars or Bust,
gpeeking to his wifo at the takeoff: "Thias trip ie meinly in the interoste
of sclence, dear!... The fact that your mother is vieiting us, io secondary.®
Here'c something torm out of a magazine that had a cover by John

W Krupe. The rag's mawe ic The Grail, end in ¢ fragment of the editorial
seobion that 4 can't find at the roment, the editor complains that too many

. people who ars supposadly good Catholics are thinking for themselves instead
of reliying on the wisdom of the Church, which is much safor. Amyway, here's
the section that justifiee mention in SusPro: "The repotition in four Hunga-
rian towns this year of what is doubtless the worst crime after Judse's be-
trayal of ouv~ Master is most frightening., Some ten years ago tho Holy See
found it noccassary to make very definite regulations for prisate about the
custody of the tabernacle keys. Tabernmacles were being broken open not that
tho sacred vessels could be stelen, for they were being left intact. Bug
the Conc~crated Hosts wore disappearing and were bdeing used in diabolical
worchip. £ This ie what is being reported in some towns of Europe today....®
Followe a condensation of a Golden Bough description of the Black Mass. The
sditorial goes on to report thet a year ago in Jugoslavia mass poseession
was rampant--one doctor reported four hundred cases, in which the afflicted
walked on all fours and barked like dogs. "Have we come to a day when %he
devile have beon releasei to torture sinful man?"

Oonclusion of mailing reviewe from pp 9 ard ? &

"All generalizations are false®. Does "assumc® imply ahbsolute certainty,

or merely a degree of probability eufficient for sensible people %o act upon?
If the latior, 1 am afraild that we will go on assuming that our conceptuml
structures will correspond axecily to observed structure. '' You have a
point for ocomomic sslfsufficlency. But would synthetle rubber planis hers
ovned by our £ifty fomilies make you and me less 1liable to exploitation be-
cause ths British-Dutch wonopoly was foiled? '' I am afraid that our con-
elusions that given statements zre sense-free sre besed upon our mechanistic
metaphysic. If one bolieved that good and evil, truth and beauty, were reul
and ascerteinable qualities apart from the perceiver, the proposition that

a beautiful world is 2o lese irrational than an ugly one, wrould have meaning.

s 't  Somobody send Chan a ‘sopy of the first Fantasy Critic. That's true about
Campbell and the other big names, Seedy. Oh, ehucks, 1 mean NS, ‘' Hah!
¥ Fulton lewis acousing the UP of slanting left of center is like Southern re-

actionaries speaking of iradicals like Bob Taft!. Where one drawe the center
line doubiless depends a lot on his own beliefs, but my impression is that

the term "center? is not a2s constantly ehifting as the balance of power in
our goveraments, '' I could carry the discussion of "novelty® in metaphysics
further, but have forgotten to what praciical end we were employling the word
"novelsy"; and without a practical aim in view abstract discuseions eventually
bocome mere verbalization (wulzarly, hotair). '' "Qerebrotonic”., were in-
troduced to Americans by Huxley in Harpers some three years agod; he distin-
guishes types whose hearts are in their heads, their muscles, and their sto-
mache, and correlataes them with physical types. '' Turisnot?
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REJECTED! ~-VAMPIRE

This really was rejocted, follkas, though it'e a letter, because despits tho
oponing request it didn't appear in Vamp along with other parts of' the same
letter commenting on Vamp. I'll try to delete most of this as i go along:

I hope that you'll make space in Vampire or somewhere for comments
on Fantasy Review, bocause some of the romarks i womd to0 make 1'd lilo to gse
published. ...

Looking at the contents page, it ecocurs {0 me that you might well
hiave written wp pells and the major conventione in separate departments im-
stoad of throwing them into ths year's events, ...

You don't oredit anyone else for Fantasy in the Books on the con-
tonte page., but an awful lot of the report soumds very much like Searles's
etyle--und ovinions. '' A third rezson for the expanded book mariet might
be improvement in public taste, such that many domend botter fictlon than
wost mwags supply. Improvemesnt does happen, you know; i recently got a #1
Soionce Wonder, and the modern age would never stomach it, not oven our dyed-
in-the-wool pulpists. ...

You sabotaged my paragraphing, you scoundrel, and 1 hope not wAny
people were made unhappy by the deletion of the more favorable portions of
a coupls of FAPAzlne reviews. ...

I Prequently wonder about the British and Cenadian reprints, whether
they pay snything for ths privilege of reprinting. ...

Dunkelberger's '5F writsup is not so badly biamssd as to call for the
geperate writeup from the other side which i suggested. WNevertholesa there
are numerous implied end express errors in it. '' Attridbuting the Pdarker
side® of the club'e paci year to postwar reaction is hogwesh. Evans and Dunk
talk as 1f the NFFF had had a period of real prosperity. It never has: i%'s
always been like this, '! The desigmtion of tho Bill Evans prozine index
as The Great Bibdliography ie inacourate and likely toc lead to confusion. 4
bibliography ies & book-list, and the phrase PThe Greal Bib® was coined bty Bou-
cher 4o rofor to a complete index of fantasy in book form. ‘' The matter of
the Welcem booklet has boen hashed over in board correspondence; suffice to
gay that the intended implication horo 1s as misleading as that in the nezt
statement. '!' What he neglecte to s2y about the Pacificon move for the direc-
torate to formulate a program for the rest of the year--and it is possible
that he never did understand this from Tripoll's letter /B's departing bleat
in TNFP indicates that he did/--is that the placing of this responeibility
on the board was conditioned on Dunk's agreeing to stand aside as zctive presi-
dent, which the Pacificon called upon him to do. WYhen he failed to reespond
to this in any way, there was no occagion for the board to try to take the helnm
in spito of him,

bobbie drew his deadly

Might as well show what the deleted compliments were. Of The Unspealmble Thing
i had eaid, "featured iwo typewriter faces and ruled lines all handled sccording

to the artistic canons of printers to produce a pleasing page; it received Japa-
nase artwork, libidinous material, and learned comments on fanzines in and out
of FAPA, from editor Crane in Nippon (both of thess recruite from the ayjay field
rather than fantesy fandom).” And, "Among Timebinder's credit-side items wes

a long letter from the late Russell Chauvenet (Winter mmiling). It demonstrated
the fallacy of some religious arguments so clearly thet even Evans was stopped;
but went on to tell how LRC had adopted Nock's theory thet menkind is divided
into humans and enthropoides who cannot be judged by tho same standards--distinc-
tion which his colleaguse on the Brain Trust concluded was little more than an
attitude and hardly basic. "
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KEEPTIR UP 9TITH CAMPRTLL

The Jime &7 cSF hns o very good cover. Ceubaurus II 45.2 is at e
disndvantage bocause nearly sverything in it wes anticipated by Universe.
It is a pood reworking of the material, however, and givee a convincing pic-
‘ ture of the inability of ono gemeration to hold the loyaliy of another as

yot unborn and %o be beyond its contzol. Some interesiing questicne are
roiced, t60, a8 to how good an onvironmen® a person "deserves™ to be born
in.... Lotter $o Bllen 32,8 intorested for ite use of Brain-Trust topics,
The istonded surprises in it fell rather flat, despite what scemed to me on
first reading-~-i forget the details now--an attempt to mislecd us as to the
rarrator’s age. 1 remomber being somewhat confused too about where Ellen
come in aud whet the time of writing was. Heck, & should extend the device
i've used on & few stories, of jotiing down my couments at the end right in
% tho magazine.... 4Asc to The Vodel Shop 63. -36.12, methinks the "right compo-
nent for the job® idem 1s applied 4o the wrong situation, because in Ghris's
cass +he most impordant thing waen't to get any particular resuli accomplished,
but $o inject one little adventurous episode into his 1life--an adventure thet
would mean far more to him then to the ro-
- mentic Fonnely.... Errand Boy 63. stiuck
P o me as rather slight. The boy's peculiar
= ideas of our time are the best stuff in
the story. 1 wonder if you fellows with
card files will show this as belonging te
the seme ceries as Child's Play. For the
future world referred to 1s obviously the
ijf T samea.
beat chances. The few detailed scenes of
the conjuest of the surface were excellent,
tut they were nmearly lost in the wordage devoted to the Harker intrigues. In
describing the decey in ven of tho Keeps he might have gurned out observations
ag pointed as Heinlein's in Methuselah's Children--or he might have taken the
opposite view that men is oo adapiabls that he could £ind a permanent way of
iife in an unterrestiricl onvirorment. Ho hardly discussed the mmtter. The
charactor of Bom Orovell might have been e living link with our time thru whom
we could seo the story; he is wminimized. And what turned out to be the main
theme, that wen like Sem Harker are neecded in critical times, soecms very weak
' 4o mo--particulerly in the form it took, that next tims e crisls came around,
the thing to do would be to wake Sum., I grant that men of supernormal drive
are necded at crises (and the timses do not alwaye produce them; France needed
a hero and 211 it pgot was DeGaulle), btut not necessarily combined with super-
normal selfishuess. One time the nan demanded may be an altruist of impeccable
character--Washington--or one who combines brilliant grasp of essentials with
2 sure understending of the common people--Lincoln. In elther situation Harker
¥ would be a digaster like Napcleon. '° I elso want to quarrel with the tempo-
nevtical theory embodied in Bsn Crowell. If the future is so firmly fixed that,
1% can bo accurately foreeeen without lmowledge of every detail in the curremt
eituation, it must be because hietory is governed by mase forces (as in Speng-
ier) which the iadividual Free will® could not change. A4nd therefore it would
be doubly impossible to change the future by the push of a finger, as Crowell
claimod to do.... With Foldsd Hands 36.13-44.9 was overdrawn. The eame point

could heve been made, with more relewance for the present day, without going
to the extreme of requiring robots to open doors for you. I would like to add
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that 1 disliked the anti-acisntif'ic atiitude sxpressed by Willilemeon, parti-
culerly the swipe at General Semantico. Sciemcs and the solentific method

ars not alome & sufficient standard to live by, but they should never be over-
ruled by anything olse, faith or sentimend or vhainot. If some people losze
sight of the purpcsss for which we do things and worship efficiency, that is
no fauld of science, hut of ethica. '' For robotas direotly hooked into a
centrel brain which approached comlecience, 1t sesmed 4o me that the humanoide
wore improbably blind %o what was going on in Undsrhill'e mind and menifested
by his conduct. '' I wondor teo just what the mature of the Prime Direciive
wan, If It wae werely a verbal {ormulation, all morts of difficulties aroe in-
troduced which mochines, lacking judgment, would be unable to resolve. What
is "harm®? Why should this part of the Dirsctive bs given procedencs over

"To gerve and obey®? Is tho procedence absolute, or a matber of dogree (humaa
example: You prefer health to wealth, but you would mot szorifice all wealth
for a bare chance of maling a slight improvement in your health)?... Jlogig
3h.4-52.1 ie o nice examplification of come aspects of the null-A systean.

I don't know yet whether 1 like Timwmine's interior style, but it's a worthy
oxperiment. And his egoiom eppears undimped.... Silver's second puzzle in
Prags_Tacks eounds lilke a caloulus problem in which 12 o'clock is a limit
never roached, Shades of Achilles end the tortoise! '' Obey That Tmpulge:
COAP suggents that Campbell goes too far in accomodating hie friends, Ur
maybe he actually wanted semething light to pep up the megazine. '' Yhe
Story of Modulation (81.3 or 81.56, SDR?) held nmy interset as far as 1 weantb,
but i gol into trouble on pp 93 and 9%, and es theore seewed to be shoale chead
i gzot ouk.

In the Auguat issue, 1 naturally took speclal interest in Ipdifference
~-Ooeraic Sgale 45.7A, but i think that hero, as in the case of his editoris
on galachic govermment, Campbell virtually lgmores the likelihood of future
improvements in organization and correlation. '' The Egd Tg lot Yob had bet-
tor remain vncleesifiod for the moment. The first "installment grips your in-
terest, and you get gome satisfaction out of soeing the nighiy villains of our
dey dammed. Yst i'm afraild the picture 1s lacking in conviction. There 1s
no reason to believo that Iuce and his friends went ¢o destroy the United States
-~they omly aoct as if they did--and i have seen no signe of an attempt to cor-
ral or kill a1l scientisis. A persomal devil lg alweys a dangerous myth, be-
cause the people will be lese 1likely to recognize the real devil. '' The ®No-
actual-porsons® clause is once again openly flaunted, as Elron all but names
Haushofer. '! Some of Astounding's woret. proofreading cesma 1o hawve gone
into the getting of this story, which 1s especially unfortunate for the helgh-
tened stvle in which Mubbard opens his story. Many are likely %o smile at it.
‘' And % wonder vhy he choze a name ag charged with associationo as Charles
Yartel.... Insomnia. Inc. 34. supplics eoms arguments for the immediate dis-
charge of Pat Oavis. A4s for the story, it failed to surprise. Nothing much
can be said about its theory on sleep, without knowing the constituents of
the antisleep treatment.... e Pe ; For 44,3/04, reminde me of
SDRuseoll’s article on Bradbary's welrdies in which delusions turn out to be
the truth. I wonder that Amazing Stories hesn't published several like this;
it would be right dovm their alley. '' The reasoning of 8tone is hily sus-
pect; he not only ignores the probebility of many nogative instances ocour-
ring (other defsctively lettored mumerals at less vital pointe), but aleo
adopts the theory, which i oontinue to disbelleve, that the chances against
any particular thing's having occurred at random, are also the chancea that
it's the result of conscious interventicn.... I mote that in In Times to0
Come the magazine is called Bsiénce Piotion in the first paragraph and Astound-
ing Science Fiction in the fourth. And the spine still cerries & hyphen....
What are the recent reports from Japan, referred %o by McIntyre in Brass Tacks,
that have a Tomorrow's Children flavor?
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